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INTRODUCTION
The NVU custom Squarebody gauge kit has been our top seller for over a decade, and we 
thank you for using NVU  instruments in your build.

This is a custom kit that will help you build YOUR dash to YOUR vision.  You have already 
chosen the style that fits the visual theme of your build but also now you can select 
custom inputs and the position of your gauges to YOUR exact needs!

This bracket is designed to be adjustable to fit your dash opening, your seating position 
and preferences.  After 30-40 years, mixing of parts, new aftermarket parts and previous 
owners: things may not be quite as there were when your truck rolled off the factory floor.  
Use the slotted holes, spacers and adjustable standoffs to fit Your vehicle exactly!

USING FACTORY TURN SIGNALS:
 NVU speedometers typically have turn signals and hi beams incorporated into the dial 
around the pointer.  These are dead fronted meaning you cannot see them until they are 
illuminated.  Please see your BIG BOOK for details on using those icons.
You can also use the LEDS in the panel for your turn signal functions in THE FACTORY 
LOCATION.  Each LED will need a ground (BLACK WIRE) and is illuminated by 12V+ (RED 
WIRE).  Be careful when using these wires, they are soldered directly to the LED .  While 
they do last up to 10,000 hours, they are still susceptible to extreme pulling on the wires.

INTRODUCTION, continued
Please use the resources, videos and articles during your install.  We have generated this 
content for YOU to help make YOUR build a success.  The QR codes on the front page will 
guide you to everything you need to know about the complete installation from taking 
apart the dash to wiring up to an old school small block or modern LS.

INSTALL THE GAUGES IN THE BRACKET
Place the gauges in the desired positions in the bracket.  Snug the back clamps down with 
the supplied hardware.  Leave everything slightly loose so you can align and rotate 
everything for final fitment.  Please refer to your BIG BOOK for gauge harness wiring.  This 
can be done ahead of time and when you are ready just plug in the speedo and tach.



Remove screws on plastic Dash and remove.

Disconnect shift mechanism clip

Remove 4 screws holding old instrument cluster.



Disconnect Plug from back of original cluster, remove speedometer cable.  You 
should now be able to pull the cluster right out.

Remove the shift indicator (if needed) from the original cluster.  

Install on NVU bracket as shown using factory screws.

Assemble side gauge bracket to speedo/tach main bracket with supplied #8x3/8 
screws.  Note that this is slotted.  This allows for adjustment as need to suit your 
needs.

This is also the perfect time to 
plug in your 2” DIRECT-DRIVE 
gauges into the appropriate 
driver ports on the speedo and 
tach.  Refer to your BIG book 
for wiring instructions.

Use the provided spacers to 
set the gauges in place.  These 
are designed to enable moving 
the gauges in/out, up/down, 
side to side for an exact 
alignment to fit YOUR ride.



Install bracket to dash at top using spacers and #8 x ¾ screws.  Leave loose 
for adjustment.   Be sure bottom of bracket is behind dash frame (arrow).

Align slotted hole on left side to 
dash and attach with #8x5/8 screw 
and washer.

Adjust bracket so that speedo and 
tach are straight and tighten top 
screws snug then install one #8x ½” 
screw in bottom right hole.  
(Bracket should be behind the 
metal dash.  Tighten remaining 
screws.



Loop shifter pull cable over tab and 
clip back on steering.  Align pointer 
to left edge of P (Park).

Add hex spacers to 
screws.  These can 
be adjusted 
up/down, in/out to 
suit your needs.

Slide plastic panel 
over the hex 
spacers.

At this point your dash 
should look something 
like this:



Here is a close-up of the spacers, 
you can use the thicker/thinner 
parts to move the gauges in/out.  
Keep them snug until final 
fitment is completed.

Fit your plastic bezel loosely.  Now you can reach behind the bracket and make any final 
adjustment to your gauges and the positions.  You can plug them in at any time prior to 
this as well.  Once you are satisfied with the alignment, tighten everything up.  

Sit in the driver seat in a normal operating position to find the appropriate alignment.  

Attach factory bezel (not included) to bottom with 3 black #8x3/4 screws (red arrows).

Install one #8x 2-1/2 screw to the left side middle bolt (blue arrow). 

Use the 2 #8-32x 1.2 screws at the top (green arrows)

You may need to repeat this process a couple of times to get it perfect but there is ample 
room behind the dash to move things around.  Just tighten the nuts with a deep well 
socket and you hand for a nice snug back clamp.
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